
 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 New Horizons School Council Meeting Minutes 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

December 8, 2016 
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

Learning Common, New Horizons School  
 

Bring/ Read:  Please be aware that a limited number of paper copies of meeting minutes and 
agenda will be available. If you are able, please bring a device to view agenda online.  
 
Attendees:  Kim Johnson, Manda Wilde, Sandra Dargis, Ted Zarowny, Brandi Mah, Lori 
Vigfusson 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1.    Call to order 7:05 PM 
2.    Welcome and introductions 
3.    Review agenda 

 
MOTION: Brandi Mah moved to approve the agenda as written.  Seconded by Sandra 
Dargis.  Motion Carried 

 
4.  Review and approve minutes from November 3, 2016  
 

MOTION: Manda Wilde moved to approve the minutes from the November 3, 2016.  
Seconded by Sandra Dargis.  Motion Carried 

  
5.    Reports  

• Principal’s report                                    20 minutes                Mr. Zarowny 
 
- See attached.  Mr. Zarowny is requesting assistance from council regarding the 

Alberta Education Accountability Pillar results.  Specifically, that we come up with 
a list of key knowledge and attitudes we consider necessary for lifelong learning.  
The school administration will then add questions relating to this topic to the 
upcoming school survey with the goal of identifying 3 or 4 attitudes necessary for 
lifelong learning that parents feel the school is either not addressing or could be 
better fostered among our students.    

 
• Financial Officer’s report                           5 minutes                 Manda Wilde 

 
See attached  
Items for approval were carried forward due to lack of quorum 
 

 
• FANHS’ report                                           5 minutes                 Brandi Mah 
 

FANHS is in the process of finalizing the transfer of signing authorities over to the new 
directors.  They will need volunteers to work the casino in February - details are 
posted on the FANHS section of the NHS website.  



 

 

 
Communications Officer                            5 minutes                Dena Freed 
 
 

 
• Chair’s report                                             5 minutes                Kim Johnson 

 
The NHS Open house will be on January 16th and hopefully council members will be 
able to attend to help answer questions.   
 
 

 
6.     Previous ly Tabled  Bus ines s             
 Approval of gym mats carried over from 2015/2016 school year 

- Carried forward to next meeting due to lack of quorum 
 

7.  Items  for Dis cus s ion/Input   15 minutes 
  

• Logistics planning for book exchange in 2017 
 
Discussion: 
 
Lori Vigfusson described the book exchanges done by NHS in prior years.  They were 
held as part of read-in week and were often done on a classroom by classroom basis.   
Students were issued a ticket for each book brought in which could be exchanged for 
another book.  Students tended to bring in more books than they took so there was 
lots of selection and there were always books left over.  Mrs. Vigfusson likely has 
some of the PDF materials from the old book exchanges.  She offered to look for them 
and forward to Kim Johnson. 
  
For this book exchange we would like to do it by division so there is more variety of 
books to choose from for different levels of readers.  Ideally it will be held in the 
learning commons.  With the timing of construction, May or June will be the best 
timing.  We will have to consider recruiting volunteers. 

   
 
8.    New Bus ines s   

• Movie night   
 
Christmas Movie night went smoothly and was very attended.  Will plan to hold 
another in the new year. 
 

x Funding requests 
 
Ted Zarowny and Lori Vigfusson presented funding requests for the following items. 
 
- Crash mats for the gym that would to be hung on the walls behind the basketball 

nets to prevent injuries.  They would cost $1,000 for basic mats and $1800 for 



 

 

mats with the NHS nighthawks logo on them (see principal’s report attached for 
more details).  

- Circuit Scribe pens.  They draw in conductive ink.  The would be used for Grade 5 
and Jr. High science and by clubs. We could get a basic set of 12 for $580 for 
$1200 for a full class set of 24 (plus accessories).  Need to replace ink every few 
years. 

- 2 Sphere-o robots for coding/robotics clubs.  They are sphere-shaped rolling 
robots that can be programed to complete various tasks.  Would be used to teach 
coding, problem solving, logic etc $150 each.  Would want to try out 2 to see how 
much use they get and consider purchasing more at a future date   

 
 

We will place on the agenda for the next meeting so that parents can review before 
they are voted upon    
 

9. Gues t lecture  s eries     30 min 
 
 (s ee  principal’s report a ttached) 
 
10.     Future  Agenda  Items   
 
11.     Mail/ Communications  
 
12.  Ad journed a t 8:16pm .   

Confirmation for date of next meeting. January 19, February 9, March 9, April 13, May 
11, June 8.  












